
Science Activity 63: Underwater Candle



Resources required:
Bowl, water, candle (as high as the bowl) and a match.

Underwater Candle

Description of investigation:
1. Fix the candle to the bottom of the bowl by lighting the candle and allowing the

candle to drip into the bowl.
2. Once there is enough melted candle wax, fix the candle onto the melted wax.
3. Leave it to dry for about 5 minutes.
4. When you are sure that the candle is tightly secured to the bottom of the bowl, pour

water into the bowl until the just top of the candle is visible.
5. Then light up the candle.
6. Observe what happens.

Investigation Questions:
• What happens?
• How does the wax wall form?

More info: 
https://www.gallykids.com/burning-

candle-experiment-for-kids

Prediction:
Is it possible for a candle to keep burning underwater?

https://www.gallykids.com/burning-candle-experiment-for-kids


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Can you find another way to make the candle burn underwater?
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Measure the depth of the burning candle under water until it dies out.
Language:
• Explain the science behind the burning candle.
Creative Arts:
• Find other ways how to make your candle burn underwater.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

