
Science Activity 57: Hidden Pirate Treasure



Resources required:
Baking soda, water, coins, food colouring, flour (optional), vinegar, cola, lemon juice.

Hidden Pirate Treasure

Description of investigation:
1. Find three old looking/dirty coins.
2. Pour some cola in a glass, an equal amount of vinegar in another glass and an equal

amount of lemon juice in a third glass.
3. Place a coin in each glass and leave them for some time to get pirate shiny coins.
4. To make the rocks, place your baking soda in a bowl and add water slowly until a paste is

formed. Add some flour for a thicker consistency (a maximum of 50:50 ratio baking soda
is to flour should be added to get a good reaction).

5. Add a couple of drops of food colouring and mix well.
6. Either mould with your hands or use cake moulds to create shapes. Press a coin in each

mould.
7. Leave in the fridge overnight.
8. Use a dropper/ pipette or a syringe to drop vinegar on your pirate rocks and watch what

happens.

Investigation Questions:
 Why did the vinegar react with the rocks?
 Which gas was released through this reaction?
 Which worked best in cleaning the coins, the cola, the vinegar or the lemon juice?

More info:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=jkVBMuTdEOQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkVBMuTdEOQ


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Design your own rocks.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Measurement, capacity, weight, counting, time.
Language:
• Interpretation of instructions and communicating ideas with others.
Creative Arts:
• Making rocks out of baking soda and flour.
• Colouring the rocks to look authentic.
• Creating a secret hiding place for coins.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

