
Science Activity 49: Make a Sundial



Resources required:
Scissors, pencil, crayons, a clock, sundial template (found on page 4), cardboard, 4 rocks.

Make a Sundial

Description of investigation:
1. Cut out the sundial template.
2. Decorate your sundial, filling in the circles with numbers so that it looks like a clock.
3. Glue your sundial to a cardboard.
4. Take everything outside and put the sundial on the ground. Use rocks to hold down

the sundial and to stop the wind from blowing it away.
5. Stick the pencil into the center of the sundial so that it can be secured in the

ground.
6. Use a clock to check the time. Turn your sundial so that the shadow cast by the

pencil points to the correct hour on your sundial.
7. Observe changes in shadow as time passes.

Investigation Questions:
• In which direction is the shadow moving?
• Why is the shadow moving?
• How are shadows formed?

More info:

Sundial – Definition, History , 
Types & Facts

https://www.britannica.com/tech
nology/sundial

Ideas for making a Sundial:
https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=Gxo8orZ1X7g

https://www.britannica.com/technology/sundial
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gxo8orZ1X7g


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Decorate your sundial.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Writing numbers
• Shapes
• Time
Language:
• Understanding Instructions
• Research and read about the history of sundials.
Creative Arts:
• Decorating the Sundial

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks



