
Science Activity 47: Experimenting with Static



Resources required:
An inflated balloon, a narrow stream of water, small pieces of paper, dry hair, dry duster.

Experimenting with Static

Description of investigation:
1. Rub the balloon with a dry duster.
2. Place the balloon next to your long dry hair without touching it.
3. Observe what happens.
4. Now cut small pieces of paper.
5. Rub the balloon again with a dry duster and place the balloon near the paper without

touching it.
6. Observe what happens.
7. Next, turn on the water so it is falling from the tap in a narrow stream (just a few

millimetres across but not droplets).
8. Rub the balloon with the duster and slowly move it towards the stream of water (without

touching it) while watching closely to see what happens.

Investigation Questions:
 What is happening? Why?
 Does static electricity exist in nature? Where do we find it?
 Can we use something else instead of the balloon?

More info:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=-w-GoSJpvdw
https://sciencebob.com/bend-
water-with-static-electricity/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-w-GoSJpvdw
https://sciencebob.com/bend-water-with-static-electricity/


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Come up with different materials to use for static electricity.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Counting number of small paper cut.
• Measuring (in mm) distance of balloon from hair.
Language:
• Inerpretation of instructions.
• Sharing findings and discussing with family members.
Creative Arts:
• Using different materials to test for static electricity.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

