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Science Activity 44: Balloon Seesaw
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Balloon Seesaw

Resources Required:
Large space, flat table/desk, long cane (about 1.5m), shorter cane (about 1m), 2 balloons,
duct tape, cello tape and pin.

Description of investigation:

1) Blow up two balloons and tie their necks. Don’t put too much air as they may burst later.

2) Cut a piece of duct tape about 5cm long and stick it to balloon A.

3) Attach the necks of the balloons to either end of the longer cane with cello tape. The balloons
should hang down at right angles.

4) Put the shorter cane on a flat table so it doesn’t move, with at least 50cm of it hanging over
the edge. You can use heavy books to do this as this cane will need to support the long cane.

5) Try to balance the long cane on the short cane by resting the centre of the long cane on the
short cane. Carefully move the long cane left or right, bit by bit until it is balanced.

6) Carefully push a pin through the centre of the duct tape on balloon A to punch a small hole.
The balloon will not burst because of the duct tape. The air will leak out slowly.

7) Observe what happens.

More info:
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=0amWTYUMnyA

Investigation Questions:

- What happens as balloon A goes down?

- What does this show? ”

- Can you find a way to balance it again? SCIENCE CENTRE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oamWfYUMnyA

Skills acquired

v" Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
v’ Collaborate with family members.

v Get Creative! Try to vary the cane size; balloon size; distance of balloons from centre
of cane.

v__Communicate your findings with others.
You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our
social media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:

- You can measure the distance of balloons from centre of cane and take note of your
observations and results.

Language:

- Following instructions. Trying to communicate the investigation and results to an
audience (parents, friend/s).
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

