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Science Activity 42: Growing a Rainbow:
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Growing a rainbow

Resources required:
Paper towel or napkin, washable markers, two small bowls of water, paper clip and

t

hread.

Description of investigation:

1. Cut the paper napkin into the shape of a rainbow.

2. At each end, use the markers to colour a rainbow about 2cm up from the bottom.
Remember the order of the colours: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet.

3. Attach the paperclip to the top of the rainbow and tie a piece of thread to it. This
will allow you to hold your rainbow.

4. Add water to the two bowls.

5. Hold the rainbow with both ends slightly submerged into each bowl of water and
observe what happens.

Investigation Questions:

What is happening?
Why does it happen?
Do the colours of the rainbow always show the same order?

More info:
This science experiment is a
great example of
chromatography.
Chromatography is a way of
separating out a mixture of
chemicals. If you ever got a
paper with ink wet you would
have seen the ink move across
the page in streaks.

https://www.thebestideasforkids.
com/grow-a-rainbow-experiment/
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https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/grow-a-rainbow-experiment/

Skills Acquired

v" Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.

v’ Collaborate with family members.

v Get Creative! Decorate the rainbow.

v' Communicate your findings with others.
You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Suggested links to other subject areas

» Mathematics:
Measuring the length of colours at different time intervals.
» Language:
Understanding and following instructions.
Verbal communication to describe results obtained and method used.
» Creative Arts:
Drawing pictures to show the set up of the experiment and the end result.
Learning about different colours. SCIENCE CENTRE



https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

