
Science Activity 33: Growing Crystals



Resources required:
Water, glass jar, teaspoon, salt, pencil, string and food colouring of your choice (optional).

Growing Crystals

Description of investigation:
1. Boil some water and with the help of an adult carefully pour the water into a glass jar. 
2. Stir in the salt slowly, about a teaspoon at a time. Don't rush this step. Continue until 

the salt dissolves no longer but starts to collect at the bottom of the jar. 
3. Choose a colour for your crystals and add a couple of drops of food colouring 

(optional). 
4. Tie one end of a piece of string around a pencil and tie a paper clip to the other end. 
5. Place the pencil over the jar so that the string hangs down and the paper clip almost 

touches the bottom of the jar. 
6. Allow jar to sit some place where it will be undisturbed. 
7. Check after about 24 hours, and you should see crystals forming in very small cubical 

shapes on the paper clip. 

Investigation Questions:
• What shapes are the salt crystals?
• Why do these crystals form?
• Can you make crystals out of another substance?
• Would crystals form better on a pipe cleaner instead of a paper clip? Why?

More info: 
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Salt-

Crystals

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Salt-Crystals


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Make crystals of different colours.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Measurement and capacity.
Language:
• Understanding instructions.
• Reading factual material.
Creative Arts:
• Grow crystals of different colours.
• Observe crystal shapes and use cyrstal shape and design to create your own art.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

