
Science Activity 31:Table Hovercraft



Resources required:
A ballpoint pen, a plastic plate, a small canister, a balloon and a blue tack.

Table Hovercraft

Description of investigation:
1. Use the point of the pen to make a small hole in the centre of the plate.
2. Make another small hole in the bottom of the canister.
3. Put some blue tack around the top of the canister.
4. Secure the canister upside down to the middle of the plate. Try to line up the hole

in the plate to the opening of the canister.
5. Blow up the balloon, twist the end and pinch so that air cannot escape.
6. Ask for help to stretch the neck of the balloon over the canister (part with the

hole). Tip: one person can hold the neck of the balloon so no air escapes and the
other person can stretch the end of the balloon over the canister.

7. Place your hovercraft on a smooth surface like a table or the floor.
8. Let go of the balloon and gently tap the side of the plate.

More info: 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/re
source/phy03.sci.phys.matter.zhovr/air
-power-making-a-hovercraft/support-

materials/

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.phys.matter.zhovr/air-power-making-a-hovercraft/support-materials/


More info: 
Friction is a dragging force that 

happens when objects slide 
against each other. When a 

cushion of air is present between 
the surfaces of two objects, 

friction is reduced.

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/
resource/phy03.sci.phys.matter.zho

vr/air-power-making-a-
hovercraft/support-materials/

Investigation Questions:
• What happens when you tap the plate part of the hovercraft?
• Why does your hovercraft glide easier than a plate on its own?
• How can you make your hovercraft travel a longer distance in one tap?
• Can you think of a way to steer your hovercraft?
• What might happen if you pierce a larger hole in the plate and/or in the canister?
• What might happen if you use a balloon of a different size?

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.phys.matter.zhovr/air-power-making-a-hovercraft/support-materials/


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Re-design your hovercraft to make it travel a longer distance!
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Measuring distance travelled by the hovercraft.
Language:
• Understanding instructions
• Research about friction and reading information.
Social Studies:
• Means of transport.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

