
Science Activity 27: A visit to the National Museum of 
Natural History in Washington DC



Resources required:
A digital device to take a virtual.

Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural History

Description of investigation:
1. Take a virtual tour of the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History in

Washington D.C. through the following link https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-
tour

2. Click on the blue arrow links on the floor or use the navigation map in the upper
right of the presentation screen to navigate between adjoining rooms in the tours.

3. Look for the camera icon which gives you a close-up view of a particular object or
exhibit panel.

4. Enjoy the virtual tour!

Investigation Questions:
• Can you find some colourful butterflies in the ground floor section?
• Can you mention some animals that you visited in the African section on the first

floor?

More info: 
https://interestingengineering.com/11-
science-and-tech-museums-you-can-tour-

virtually

https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://interestingengineering.com/11-science-and-tech-museums-you-can-tour-virtually


• In Australia, in the land of kangaroos, there are two kinds of kangaroos. Why do they look so
different (first floor)?

• On early Earth, life arose as a number of essential ingredients emerged and combined. Can you
find which were these ingredients in the Fossil Lab (first floor)?

• What do insects use to confuse their attackers (Insect Zoo 1 second floor)?
• Can you find any jewellery worn by royalties (Geology Gems and Minerals second floor)?
• What is the name of the Museum curators shown in photo below? Can you find this photo in

the Bones 1 section (second floor)?
• What did these two men specialise in?



 Think Critically – Find your way around the museum to find out answers.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
 Directionality.
Language:
 Reading factual material
Social Studies:
 Finding out about Royalties and their Jewellery.
 Finding out about the History of the World.
 Exploring the different habitats around the World.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks

