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Floating Paper Clip

Resources required:
Clean dry paper clips; tissue paper; a bowl| of water; pencil with an eraser.

Description of investigation:
1) Fill a bowl with water.
2) Try to make the paper clip float.

3) Tear a piece of tissue paper about half the size of a five euro note. How does it work?
4) GENTLY drop the tissue flat onto the surface of the water. The o possibie due o SURHACE
. ) . ere is a sort of skin on
5) GENTLY place a dry paper clip flat onto the tissue (try not to drop water on the the surface of the water where the
tiSSUG) water molecules hold on tight

: : . . together. The paper clip is being
6) Use the eraser end of the pencil to carefully poke the tissue (not the paper clip) until held up by the surface tension.

the tissue sinks. The tissue will sink and leave the paper clip floating!

More info:
https://kids.kiddle.co/Surface tensi
on

Investigation QUEStiOI‘IS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
. =RAXymmaptHw

v" How many paperclips can you float?

v Does the shape of the paperclip affect its floating ability?

v’ Can the surface tension of water be made stronger? ; §f|

v What happens if you sprinkling baby powder on the water surface? SCIENCECENTRE  enomendi2iL3



https://kids.kiddle.co/Surface_tension
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAXymmaptHw

Skills Acquired

v" Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.

v Collaborate with family members.

v' Get Creative! Change the shape of your paperclip and investigate.

v' Communicate your findings with others.
You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:

* Recording data and counting the number of floating paper clips.

Language:

* Researching Surface Tension - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NCOnr3VSAY
Creative Arts:

* Make different shapes with your paperclips

SCIENCE CENTRE



https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NCOnr3VSAY

