
Science Activity 5: Lava Lamp



Resources required:
Vegetable oil; water; food colouring (any colour); Alka Seltzer tablets (or any effervescent tablet), 
container e.g. jar or empty plastic bottle.

Lava Lamp

Description of investigation:
1) Fill half a cup with water and add 3-4 drops of food colouring.
2) Break one Alka Seltzer tablet into 2 or 3 pieces.
3) Fill up the container, about 3/4 full, with vegetable oil. Then pour in the coloured water

until the liquid in the cup has reached a level 3-5 cm from the top.
4) Wait for the liquids to settle.
5) Add a piece of Alka Seltzer tablet to the cup.
6) Observe what happens.

Investigation Questions:
 What did you notice as soon as you added the coloured water to the oil? Why does this

happen?
 Why does the oil remain clear and not coloured?

More info: 
https://funlearningforkids.com/sup

er-cool-lava-lamp-experiment/



 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Make different coloured Lava Lamps.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Measurement and capacity.
• Fractions.
Language:
• Following instructions – procedural writing
• Communicating orally with others.
• Research link https://buildersshow.inloop.com/en/article/96261/10-fun-facts-about-the-lava-

lamp
Creative Arts:
• Colour mixing (optional)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks
https://buildersshow.inloop.com/en/article/96261/10-fun-facts-about-the-lava-lamp

