
Science Activity 11: Does it dissolve?



Resources required:
6 clear identical glasses; salt; sugar; coffee; flour or baby powder and pepper.

Does it dissolve?

Description of investigation:
1) Fill the glasses three quarters full with water. Make sure they are equally filled for

fair testing.
2) Put a spoonful of salt in one of the glasses and observe what happens.
3) Repeat for all the other substances.
4) Now stir each mixture carefully.
5) Leave it to settle for a few minutes.
6) Observe again what happens.

Investigation Questions:
 Do any of the ingredients dissolve in water before you start stirring?
 What happens after you stir the mixtures?
 What do you observe when the mixtures settle after a few minutes?
 Would the temperature of the water make a difference as to how fast the substances

dissolve?
 Do the substances dissolve in other liquids (such as oil or liquid soap)?

More info: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEAiL

m2zuvc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEAiLm2zuvc


 Think Critically - ask questions and find out answers.
 Collaborate with family members.
 Get Creative! Use other household ingredients to find out whether they dissolve.
 Communicate your findings with others.

You are invited to share photos or videos of your Science activity results on our social
media platform - Primary Science Malta.

Skills Acquired

Suggested links to other subject areas

Mathematics:
• Measuring amount of substance.
• Capacity.
Language:
• Following instructions.
• Research about different types of mixtures.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157232278238598/?ref=bookmarks


Additional Resource
• A solution is 

formed when one 
substance is 
dissolved in 
another.

• When a substance 
made of fine 
particles does not 
dissolve in a liquid, 
it forms a 
suspension.  When 
the substance is 
left for a while, the 
particles are seen 
to settle at the 
bottom of the 
mixture.


