Strand: Learning Outcome 7
How does planet Earth support life?


4.7.1 I can observe and record changes in the weather.
4.7.2 I can interpret basic weather charts and the symbols used.





Learning Objective:
By the end of the lesson, children can observe and record changes in the weather and interpret basic weather charts and the symbols used.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson activity 1: What’s the weather today?



Resources:                                                                                                 
· Video – Selmun Malta Weather https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVtJTMgx7Po 
· Video – TVM weather report sample https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zd6FCXHePeo











ENGAGE
Show a short video clip of the weather taken at Selmun https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVtJTMgx7Po
Ask the children, is the weather seen in the video typical of the summer or winter months? Why? Which month might that be? How would you describe the weather seen in the video? Elicit that the weather is cloudy and that it might possibly rain. It is also windy. What would the typical UV index be on this day? What would the temperature be like? Elicit different instruments that may be used to record this data. Elicit that such data is usually found in a weather report.















INQUIRE 
Ask the children, which instrument do we use to measure the temperature? You may show the children different thermometers e.g. a wall thermometer, a thermometer to measure the body temperature, a thermometer to measure the temperature of a liquid such as water. Encourage children to read the temperature using different thermometers. Elicit that °C (degrees Celsius) is the symbol used to indicate the temperature.

Investigation 1: Difference in temperature
Children will now investigate the difference in temperature, if any, between the classroom, corridor and the yard (in the shade). They will record the data for a week as in the table below:

Day

Area


Classroom
Corridor
Yard (shade)
Monday



Tuesday



Wednesday



Thursday



Friday




Discuss where the highest and lowest temperature were and the possible reason why.


Classroom
Corridor
Yard (shade)
Highest temperature



Lowest temperature





Discuss with your teacher why the temperature is different in the three areas.




Investigation 2: Weather station
In groups, children may create their own weather instruments using everyday materials. The hyperlinks below may be used as suggestions:
· Thermometer 
· Wind Vane
· Anemometer
· Rain gauge

Investigation 3: Weather report
Children will now use the weather instruments (they may use the ones created) to compile a weather report over the period of a week.

Day
Temperature (oC)
Rain (mm)
Wind direction

Estimated
Recorded


Monday




Tuesday




Wednesday




Thursday




Friday





The highest rainfall was _________ mm  on  _________________.
The lowest rainfall was  _________ mm  on  _________________.
The wind direction was ______________________when the temperature was lowest.
The wind direction was ______________________ when the temperature was highest.







	

























ASSESS and EVALUATE
Children will now watch the TVM weather report sample. Children will take note of the weather conditions, temperature, wind speed and direction, rainfall. They may also take note of the highest and lowest temperature in other countries 





Cross-Curricular Links:
· Literacy: 
· Eliciting information from factual material.
· Asking questions about the weather.
· Mathematics:
· Reading the thermometer.
· Recording rainfall (capacity).
· Recording wind direction.
· Design & Technology:
· Design and make a weather instrument.
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